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Meet the Organizing Team

PPeter J. Colosi (USA) is associate professor of philosophy 
at Salve Regina University in Newport, Rhode Island. He 
taught philosophy for Franciscan University of Steuben-
ville in Gaming, Austria (1999-2007). Since 2007 he has 
been co-organizing, with friends in Europe, this series of 
InternaƟonal Symposia on St. John Paul II’s Theology of 
the Body of which he is also co-founder. There have been 
ffour symposia thus far, in Austria, Ireland, England and 
Portugal. All of the symposia talks can be viewed at
www.tobinternaƟonalsymposia.com

Monica Rapeanu (Romania) is a graduate of the Interna-
Ɵonal Theological InsƟtute for Studies on Marriage and 
the Family, Austria. She has developed and taught courses 
in Mariology, The New EvangelizaƟon and Theology of the 
Body. She is also co-founder and co-organizer of the The-
ology of the Body InternaƟonal Symposia. She currently 
writes on bioethical issues for the monthly Catholic maga
zine of the Archdiocese of Bucharest, Romania.

Fr. Luc Simons (Netherlands) studied at Rolduc Diocesan 
Seminary, was ordained in 1997, has been serving in sev-
eral parishes and is a collaborator of the diocesan depart-
ment of Marriage and Family. In 2016 he earned a Master 
degree and in 2018 a LicenƟate from the InternaƟonal 
Theological InsƟtute for Studies on Marriage and the 
Family, Austria. Since 2008 he has been teaching Theolo
gy of the Body to various groups of people interested in 
St. John Paul II’s teachings.

Jules van Schaijik (Netherlands/USA) has an undergradu-
ate Theology degree from Franciscan University and grad-
uate degrees in Philosophy from the InternaƟonal Acade-
my of Philosophy in Liechtenstein. He has taught for Fran-
ciscan University in Steubenville OH, the InternaƟonal 
Theological InsƟtute in Gaming, Austria, Ave Maria Uni-
versity in Naples FL, and Villanova University in PA. In 
2007 he and his family moved to West Chester, PA, where 
they founded the Personalist Proũect.
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Dear Participant, 
 
WELCOME to the 5th International 
Symposium on John Paul II’s  

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY 
 

We are delighted that you have joined us 
for this weekend with others from over 
fifteen countries. As you know, 2019 marks 
forty years since John Paul II presented his 
first “Wednesday catechesis” on the Theology of the Body. This 
Symposium will discuss and promote John Paul II’s Theology of the Body 
within a general theme - Defending and Promoting Human Dignity in a 
Secular Age - centering around the 50th anniversary of the promulgation 
of Humanae Vitae. All the talks will be given in English. 
 

The goal is to make a contribution to healing the current cultural 
situation of the Church and humanity with respect to sexuality, 
marriage, the family, education and human happiness by exploring ever 
deeper the goodness, truth and beauty of the Divine plan for human life 
and love. 
 

We wish this event to be an opportunity for a deepening of personal 
faith and self-understanding that will inspire greater participation in the 
New Evangelization. And we hope that this encounter with people from 
so many countries and cultures will also foster and develop prosperous 
networks to assist participants with their own evangelization initiatives. 
 

Pax Christi,  
The Organizing Team 

 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us. 

Saints Peter and Paul, pray for us. 
Saints Paul VI and John Paul II, pray for us. 
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PROGRAM  
Friday June 28th 
until 18:30 Arrival and registration  
  (Ongoing Registration until Saturday afternoon) 
17:30  Holy Mass    
18:30 - 19:45 Dinner 
 
20:00 - 20:30 Welcome Address & Orientation  
20:30 - 21:15 Janet Smith: Conflict or Complementary: Natural Law 
  and Personalist Approaches to Humanae Vitae  
21:30 - 22:00 Night Prayer (Compline) followed by Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament (in the church) 
- Perpetual Adoration will begin at 22:00  

22:00 - 23:30 Social  
 
Saturday June 29th 
07:30   Holy Mass  
08:30 - 09:15 Breakfast  
    
09:30 - 10:15 Cardinal Eijk: The End-of-Life-Discussion Considered in 

the Light of the Theology of the Body  
10:15 - 11:00 Obianuju Ekeocha: A Lesson from Africa: Living Out  the 

Theology of the Body and Building a Culture of Life 
11:00 - 11:45 Coffee break 
 
12:00 - 12:45 Gudrun Kugler: The Political Implications of Theology of 

the Body 
12:45 - 14:15 Lunch  
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14:30 - 15:15 Marguerite Duane: The Transforming Power of Fertility 

Appreciation   
15:15 - 16:00 Katie van Schaijik: Theology of the Body: A Cure for 

Clericalism  
16:00 - 16:45 Coffee break 
 
17:00 - 17:45 Peter Colosi: The Place of Theology of the Body in the 

History of Church Teaching  
17:45 - 18:30 Maria Fedoryka: Does Gender Matter for Marriage? The 

Centrality of Masculinity and Femininity to Marriage as 
Mutual Self-Gift in the Theology of the Body 

  
18:45 - 20:15 Dinner  
20:30 - 21:30 Adoration (in the church)   
21:30 - 23:00 Social  
 
Sunday June 30th 
06:30   Holy Mass for those departing early  
07:30   Morning Prayer 
08:00 - 08:45 Breakfast   
09:00 - 09:45 Fr. Kevin O’Reilly OP: The Epistemic Wreckage Wrought 

By Unchastity 
09:45 - 10:30 Anthony Towey: Redeemed Vision: Theology of the 

Body as a New Way of Seeing? 
10:30 - 11:15 Coffee break/Bring Luggage to Luggage Room  
11:30 - 12:15 Mgr. de Jong: The Sacredness of Human Sexuality 
12:30   Angelus & Holy Mass   
13:30   Lunch & goodbye 
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Meet the Speakers 
 
Willem Jacobus Cardinal Eijk (the Netherlands) is 
the Archbishop of Utrecht since 2008. He has 
Licentiates in Philosophy and Theology (Rome) 
and holds a PhD in Medicine (Leiden) and Philo-
sophy (Rome). He was created and proclaimed 
Cardinal by Pope Benedict XVI in 2012 and since 
1999 he has been adviser to the Dutch Bishops’ 
Conference on medical-ethical questions. 
 
Mgr. Everard de Jong (the Netherlands) is Auxi-
liary Bishop of Roermond. After his priestly for-
mation, he studied philosophy in Rome for two 
years and then for three years specialized in 
philosophy of science in Washington DC in the US. 
He graduated with a dissertation on Galileo Gali-
lei. He teaches philosophy at several seminaries 
and at the theological institute of the diocese. 
 
Peter J. Colosi (USA) is associate professor of 
philosophy at Salve Regina University in Newport, 
Rhode Island. He taught philosophy for Franciscan 
University of Steubenville in Gaming, Austria 
(1999-2007). Since 2007 he has been co-orga-
nizing, with friends in Europe, this series of 
International Symposia on St. John Paul II’s 
Theology of the Body of which he is also co-
founder. His website is: www.peterjcolosi.com  
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Marguerite Duane, MD, MHA, FAAFP (USA) is 
board certified in family medicine. Dr. Duane is an 
Adjunct Associate Professor at Georgetown Univer-
sity and co-founder and Executive Director of 
FACTS - the Fertility Appreciation Collaborative to 
Teach the Science - a group dedicated to educating 
healthcare colleagues about fertility awareness-
based methods. She is also trained as a Creighton 
Medical consultant and a TeenSTAR educator. 
 
Obianuju Ekeocha (Nigeria/UK) is an internatio-
nally acclaimed speaker, author and social activist, 
born and raised in Nigeria. She is the founder and 
president of Culture of Life Africa, an organization 
dedicated to the promotion of an authentic Culture 
of Life in Africa and beyond. Obianuju has travelled 
the world extensively speaking in more than 50 
cities across 17 countries. She currently works as a 
Specialist Biomedical Scientist in the United 
Kingdom. 
 
Dr. Maria Fedoryka (USA) is associate professor of 
philosophy at Ave Maria University in Florida. She 
lectures and publishes in the field of the philosophy 
of love. She appeared in the “Humanum” video 
series released in 2014 at the Vatican’s conference 
on marriage and family. Among her popular 
publications are the booklet The Special Gift of 
Women for God, the Family and the World (CTS, 
England) and an article titled “Gender: What is it 
and Why does it Matter?”. 
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MMag. Dr. Gudrun Kugler, Mts (Austria) majored 
in Law as well as Theological Studies on Marriage 
and the Family. She holds a PhD in International 
Law and currently serves as a member of the 
Austrian parliament for ÖVP. Since September 
2008 she is a visiting professor at the 
International Theological Institute for Studies on 
Marriage and the Family. From 2001 to 2004 she 
worked as director of World Youth Alliance - 
Europe in Brussels. 
 
Fr. Kevin E. O’Reilly OP (Ireland) currently 
teaches moral theology at the Pontifical 
University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum), 
Rome. He taught philosophy at the Milltown 
Institute, Dublin (2003-2010) and spent a 
semester at Strathmore University (Nairobi) in 
2010. Fr. Kevin holds doctorates both in 
philosophy (the National University of Ireland, 
Maynooth) and in theology (Thomas Instituut/ 
Tilburg University, Netherlands). His major specia 
lization is the thought of St. Thomas Aquinas. 
 
Katie van Schaijik (USA) has been reflecting on 
the mystery of love and marriage since the 
beginning of her courtship with her Dutch 
husband, Jules, in the mid-80’s, when she first 
encountered John Paul II’s thought in a 
philosophy class at Franciscan University. It 
remained the focus of her interest through three 
years of graduate studies at the International 
Academy of Philosophy in Liechtenstein. She has 
given talks and published articles in various 
Catholic forums. In 2007 she and Jules founded 
the Personalist Project. 



Page 9/16 

Dr. Janet E. Smith (USA) is the Father Michael J. 
McGivney Chair of Life Ethics at Sacred Heart Major 
Seminary. Prof. Smith served three terms as a 
consulter to the Pontifical Council on the Family. 
She has received two honorary doctorates and 
several other awards for scholarship and service. 
She has appeared on the Geraldo show, Fox 
Morning News, CNN International, CNN Newsroom, 
Al Jazeera and has done many shows for various 
series on EWTN. More than two million copies of 
her talk Contraception: Why Not have been 
distributed. For more info: www.janetesmith.org  
 
Professor Anthony Towey (UK) completed his 
doctoral studies at the Gregorian University on 
Thomas Aquinas while serving as Academic Tutor 
at the English College in Rome. He later led the RE 
department at Loreto College (Manchester) prior 
to becoming a programme director and then Head 
of Theology, Philosophy and History at St. Mary’s 
University, Strawberry Hill. Anthony is currently 
Director of the Aquinas Centre for Theological 
Literacy. He is also the editor of The Pastoral 
Review. 
 



The Lost Son
Zwaantje
Smoking area
Cana 1
Cana 2
Farm Cellar

I
J
K
L
M
N

CELLAR Έͳ1Ή

Hall 1
Hall 2
Hall 3
Hall 4
Hall 14

1
2
3
4
14

GROUND FLOOR
Abbey Church
TOB Dining Hall
Restaurant
Foyer
Lecture Hall
RecepƟon

A
B
C
D
E
R

GROUND FLOOR

AB

C D

E

R

GROUND FLOOR

hotel    restaurant    conference center



1ST FLOOR

2ND FLOOR 3RD FLOOR

HALL 6
HALL 7
HALL 8
HALL 9
HALL 9A
HALL 10
HALL 11HALL 11
HALL 12
HALL 13

6
7
8
9
9A
10
1111
12
13

2ND FLOOR

Small Dining Hall
Bishops Hall
Rococo Library

O
P
Q

1ST FLOOR
3101 - 3123 (main building)
5101 - 5110 (Hoeve)
6102 - 6107 (Hoeve)

1201 - 1218 (main building)
2201 - 2227 (main building)
3201 - 3222 (main building)
55201 - 5217 (Hoeve)
6201 - 6221 (Hoeve)

2301 - 2314 (main building)
3RD FLOOR

2ND FLOOR

1ST FLOOR



Page 12/16 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFT! 
 

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to 

OUR SPONSORS 
who have helped to make this initiative possible. 
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We would also like to thank all those people who have been a help to us 
in many and various ways, who have offered words of encouragement 
and so much prayer and sacrifice so that we could bring this event to 
completion. 
 

IN PARTICULAR, WE THANK ALL THE VOLUNTEERS! 

May God bless you and reward you abundantly! 
 
Finally, we thank you, the participants and speakers, for travelling from 
distant lands to deepen the teachings of Saint John Paul II in your own 
heart and carry them home to your communities. 
 
The Organizing Team 
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“Those who seek the accomplishment 
of their own human 

and Christian vocation in marriage 
are called, first of all, 

to make this theology of the body, 
whose beginning we find 

in the first chapters of Genesis, 
the content of their life and behavior. 

 
How indispensable is 

a thorough knowledge 
of the meaning of the body, 

in its masculinity and femininity, 
along the way of this vocation! 

A precise awareness of 
the nuptial meaning of the body, 

of its generating meaning, 
is necessary.” 

 
John Paul II – 2 april 1980 

 



LaƟn
Sub tuum praesidium confugimus,

Sancta Dei Genetrix.
Nostras deprecaƟones ne despicias in necessitaƟbus nostris, 

sed a periculis cuncƟs libera nos semper,
Virgo gloriosa et benedicta.

Amen.Amen.

English
We fly to thy protecƟon,
O Holy Mother of God;

despise not our peƟƟons in our necessiƟes,
but deliver us always from all dangers,
O glorious and blessed Virgin.

Amen.Amen.

Monica Rapeanu (Romania) is a graduate of the Interna-
Ɵonal Theological InsƟtute for Studies on Marriage and 
the Family, Austria. She has developed and taught courses 
in Mariology, The New EvangelizaƟon and Theology of the 
Body. She is also co-founder and co-organizer of the The-
ology of the Body InternaƟonal Symposia. She currently 
writes on bioethical issues for the monthly Catholic maga
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